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USICA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: ROOTS REPERCUSSIONS 
REF: DURBAN 0256; DURBAN 0263 

IN LIGHT OF DURBAN CASE, FOLLOWING INFORMATION MAY BE 
OF INTEREST: 

1 . SAG LAW REGULATION ON FILMS: IN GOVT GAZETTE OF 
OCT 9, 1974 (NO. 4426) THERE IS CONTAINED UNDER 
CHAPTER 3 OF PUBLICATIONS ACT, 1974, SECTION 19 
DEALING WITH FILMS. UNDER ACT FILMS MAY NOT BE 
EXHIBITED TO PUBLIC UNLESS FILM HAS BEEN APPROVED BY 
COMMITTEE. (PUBLICATION CONTROL BOARD COMMITTEE 
MAY EXEMPT INDIVDUAL FROM PROVISIONS UNDER THIS ACT 
UPON APPLICATION. IF SPECIAL PERMISSION IS REFUSED, 
EXHBITING FILM CONTRAVENES ACT AND MAKES PERSON 
GUILTY OF AN OFFENSE. 
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2. CASE HISTORY: ON APRIL 19, 1972 CAPE TOWN 
FILM SOCIETY WROTE TO CHAIRMAN OF PUBLICATION 
CONTROL BOARD CONCERNING FACT THAT ON APRIL 16, CAPE 
TOWN FILM SOCIETY WAS VISITED BY POLICE WHO 
CONFISCATED A FILM BELONGING TO FRENCH EMBASSY. 
LETTER ASKED WHETHER FILM SUPPLIED BY "LOCAL 
REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN GOVTS" ARE SUBJECT 
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TO SENSORSHIP. 

PUBLICATIONS CONTROL BOARD RESPONDED APRIL 26, 1972 
BY LETTER AND DREW ATTENTION TO SECTION 9 (1) (A) 

OF ACT 26 OF 1963 AS AMENDED, WHICH SAID FILM 
MUST HAVE APPROVAL OF BOARD TO BE EXHIBITED. 

LETTER SIGNED BY VICE-CHAIRMAN ALSO STATED: "THE 
BOARD IS NOT CONCERNED WITH THE SOURCE FROM WHICH FILMS 
ARE OBTAINED, BUT ONLY WITH THE EXHIBITION THEREOF 
IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED BY THE ACT. THE BOARD 
DOES NOT QUERY THE BONA FIDES OF THE FILMS WHICH 
MAY PROBABLY BE EXHIBITED ON EMBASSY PREMISES 
WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION, BUT IF THEY ARE MADE 
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC EXHIBITION, THE LAW MUST BE 
COMPLIED WITH." 

THE BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICE INFORMED FSIO JOHN 
BURNS (THEN BPAO) IN JUNE 1972 THAT THEY HELD VIEW 
THAT EDICATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FILMS DO NOT HAVE TO BE 
SUBMITTED TO CENSORSHIP AND SAID IT WOULD BE 
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE FOR PUBLICATIONS CONTROL BOARD 
TO EXAMINE THE HUNDREDS OF FILMS THEN IN RSA. 

BURNS RESPONDED IN LETTER TO HIS BRITISH COLLEAGUE 
THAT USIS DID NOT SUBMIT OUR FILMS FOR CENSORSHIP. 
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3. ROOTS IN JOHANNESBURG: ON APRIL 18 BPAO 
JACOBSEN RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM JOHANNESBURG 
LAWYER H.A. OVISOWITZ OF WERTHEIM BECKER ATTORNEYS 
WHO CLAIMED TO BE REPRESENTING WARNER BROTHERS 
AFRICA (PTY) LTD. OVISOWITZ ASKED HOW ROOTS FILM 
COULD BE SHOWN IF IT BELONGED TO WARNER BROTHERS 
AND HAD NOT BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE SAG CENSORSHIP 
BOARD FOR APPROVAL. BPAO RESPONDED THAT ICA 
WASHINGTON INFORMED POSTS IN AFRICA THAT FILM WOULD 
BE AVAILABLE AND WE HAD CORRESPONDENCE INDICATING 
IF LOCAL WARNER BROTHERS OFFICE HAD QUESTIONS THEY 
SHOULD CONTACT WARNER BROTHERS LONDON OFFICE. 
OVISOWITZ INDICATED LOCAL OFFICE VERY CONCERNED 
AND MIGHT BE FORCED TO OBTAIN INJUNCTION AGAINST 
ICA JOHANNESBURG EXHIBITING FILM. BPAO RESPONDED 
THAT AS FILM SHOWING WAS ON PREMISES IN JOHANNESBURG 
SUCH ACTION PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE EFFECTIVE. BPAO 
AGREED TO MEET WITH OVISOWITZ TO DISCUSS MATTER AND 
SHOW HIM CORRESPONDENCE AND TELEGRAMS AUTHORIZING 
SCREENING OF FILM. LATER. IN SECOND PHONE CALL, 

OVISOWITZ SAID MEETING NOT NECESSARY BECAUSE HE 
DISCOVERED ICA PERSONNEL HAVE DIPLOMATIC AMMUNITY. 
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BP AO AGREED TO SEND HIM PHOTOCOPY OF CORRESPONDENCE 
AUTHORIZING SCREENING. 

HUGHES 
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